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AVARD OF THE DISTT~'7SHED DIYTNG CROSS
. L20. e Fatawring AWARD is announced. .

BHEPARD, STEPHRN €. J67-78-8222 wor 1002 H Tr, 10th Armored Cev (WHNFAA A)
2P0 08h85 AV

Awarded: Distinguished Flying Cross

Date of service: 15 August 1972

Theater: Republic of Vietmam

Nuthority; By direction of the President under the provisions of the Act

of Congress, epproved 2 July 1962, 4R 672-5-1 and USARV Sup-
Dplement 1 to AR 672-5-1, dated 10 Lugust 1970,

Reason: For heroism while participating in aerial flight evidenced by
voluntary actions above and beyond the eall of duty: Warrant
Off: Shepard distingulshed himself by exceptionzlly wvalorous
actions while serving as pllot in commnd of the lead cobra
gunship during an air cavalry reconnaissance mission near the
village of in Truong Binh-Dinh Province, Republic of Vietnam.
Flying at treetop level the light observation helicopter in the
flight received intense automtic eay %ns fire. Wéridnt Officer
Shepard immcdiately turned his aircraf® toward the enemy gihners
and dove down from altitude toward the enemy position. His
‘rocket fire killed the enemy gunners in this position. However
before the observation helicopter could reach a safe eltitude it
received deadly fire from amother enemy position, Although
comuencing & pullout from his dive and at a very low altitude ,
Warrant Officer Shepard imnediately turned his aircraft to
defend the helpless observation helicopter from this new threat,
Still at a very low altitude and completely vulnerable to the
enemy gunners, Warrant Officer Shepard bore 1in on the enemy gunners
and destroyed the position. His actions allowed the observation
helicopter time to climb to & safe altitude. As Warrent Officer
Shepord started & climb away from the contact area » another
enemy position opened fire and one Tifty one caliber projectile
severly wounded him in both legs. Bcfore losing conslousness he
informed the copilot that he was vounded and turned control of
‘the aircraft over to him. Through his courage and selfless
actions he saved the lives of the erev of the obserwation
helicopter, Warrant Officer Shepard's outstanding Tlying ebility
and devotion to duty were in keeping with the highest traditions
of the mlitery service aml reflect great eredit upon himself »
his unit, and the United States L1y .








